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Messianism in Post-Schneerson Chabad
Yoram Bilu

Professor Emeritus of Anthropology and
Psychology at Hebrew University/Jerusalem,
Yoram Bilu is a psychological anthropologist
who focuses on Israeli society and Jewish
traditional culture. His research interests include
the anthropology of religion, culture and mental
health, the sanctification of space in Israel, and
Maghrebi Jewish culture. His perspective is
consistently two-fold, as he seeks to highlight
the interface between, on one hand, social
actors as individuals, and on the other, the
collective level of social norms, cultural symbols
and political ideologies. Professor Bilu's Taubman
Symposium, “Messianism in Post-Schneerson
Chabad,” emanates from his 2020 book, With

“This ethnographic exploration of the religious imagination in Us More than Ever: Making the Absent Rebbe
Chabad demonstrates that there is no one better equipped

than Yoram Bilu to provide a theoretically sophisticated and
phenomenologically sensitive account of the movement’s messianic 2015 Goldberg Prize for the best academic

devotion to its deceased yet ever-present Rebbe.” (Thomas J. book-length manuscript in Hebrew. Taking into
Csordas, UC San Diego)

Present in Messianic Chabad, which won the

account the cultural toolkit used by the Hasidim
With Us More'ti?an Ever is an important boolf for readers interested to make their absent Rabbi (and designated
in Chabad, Hasidism, and contemporary Judaism. Its focus on the

‘messianic ecology’ yields a nuanced and dispassionate image of

the acute messianism of the Meshichists — a community, or, perhaps,  fervor that seized the Hasidic movement of

messiah) present, Bilu explores the messianic

a state of mind, that has beep discusseq, cr'iticized, anc{ rid'icule’(’JI, Chabad-Lubavitch on the 1994 passing of the
but hardly ever researched either quantitatively or qualitatively. ) )
(Wojciech Tworek, Association for Jewish Studies Review) widely revered Lubavitcher Rebbe.

Su nday December 7 2025 20% discount at Stanford UP, sup.org/books/
! ! religious-studies/us-more-ever

10:00 a . m . PT Enter discount code BILU20 at checkout
Connect on Zoom:
tinyurl.com/Taubman-Bilu

For further information contact: Lee Rothfarb, rothfarb@ucsb.edu

taubman.ucsb.edu
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