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In recent years, unprecedented wildfires ravaged multiple continents. 
Despite the scale of the devastation, small moments of optimism can be 
found in elemental ecological reflexes. Drawing across disciplines, this talk 
explores how collected depictions of post-fire landscapes in Italy, Japan, and 
California and searches for new ways to consider human relationships to the 
landscape and built environment. Audience Q&A and a reception will follow.

Dan Spiegel is an architect, and Megumi Aihara is a landscape architect. 
Together, they founded the hybrid practice SAW (pronounced “Saw”) in 
San Francisco, CA in 2014. They are Fellows of the Japan-US Friendship 
Commission and current recipients of the Rome Prize in Landscape 
Architecture from the American Academy in Rome.
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