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Over the last decade, the persecution of Uyghurs in China has attracted 
global attention. In this talk, Abduweli Ayup will discuss his 2013 arrest 
for teaching the Uyghur language to kindergarteners, his activism, and his 
advocacy for Uyghur language education in China and the diaspora.  
Audience Q&A and a reception will follow.

Abduweli Ayup is a writer, activist, and linguist, specializing in Uyghur-
language education. He founded the nonprofit Uyghur Hjelp in 2016 and  
has lived in Bergen, Norway since 2019 as a writer-in-residence through  
the International Cities of Refuge Network (ICORN) program. 

Cosponsored by the IHC’s Key Passages series and the Sara Miller McCune and  
George D. McCune Endowment
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