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Maintaining Life, Repairing the World:
Ethics, Philosophy, and Literature
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The COVID pandemic has posed a threat to our
biological and social lives, disrupting or destroying the
“normal” modes and spaces of our ordinary life. How can
public life and human interactions recover? Alexandre
Gefen and Sandra Laugier will explore how arts and
literature contribute to the expectation of reparation and
social transformation, the (re)creation of relationships,
the formation of social resilience and other narratives,
and the development of an ethic of care.

*Event format is subject to change based on campus
COVID policies. Visit bit.ly/Gefen-IHC for up-to-date
information and in-person COVID attendance protocols.

Sponsored by the IHC’s Regeneration series, the Hester and Cedric Crowell Endowment, Department of
Germanic and Slavic Studies, Graduate Center for Literary Research, Center for Humanities and Social Change,

and Comparative Literature Program

ALEXANDRE GEFEN

Alexandre Gefen is a Research Professor at [Fa" B
the National Center for Scientific Research = [
and Deputy Scientific Director of its ’
Institute of Human and Social Sciences. ]
His research focuses on literary theory and
contemporary French literature and culture.

SANDRA LAUGIER

Sandra Laugier is Professor of Philosophy
at Université Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne
and a Senior Fellow of the Institut
Universitaire de France. She has published
extensively on ordinary language
philosophy, moral and political philosophy, gender
studies and the ethics of care, and popular culture.
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